SHANGHAI

qualification for a vote was $500 ; the big buildings, such as
the Hongkong-Shanghai Bank, were worth $500,000, but the
Bank carried only fifty votes. The British so reshuffled and
redistributed their possessions that they were able to get several
hundred votes out of one property, each backed by the necessary
value qualification, and the Japanese were swamped before the
elections began. There was an oriental touch about the British
handling of this affair which I thought showed great adapt-
ability as well as courage in the authorities at such a moment.
Once again we had a good laugh at the Japanese, and we made
the most of each successive joke. It might be the last.

In July it was announced that British youths were required
by the Indian Army, but the recruiting officers would only
accept those who bore a certificate from their employers stating
that their services could be spared. My Company refused,
and flattered but exasperated I cast about for some activity
that might relieve my feelings. I found myself entitled to five
weeks' local leave, so on August 9, 1940, I set sail for Japan.
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